What is Ear Cropping?
Cosmetic procedures such as ear cropping, tail docking and dewclaw removal are only done to certain breeds and must be performed at a specific age.
Surgical Ear Cropping Guide "Faultless Ear Patterns" are steel patterns that function as surgical clamping guides to assist veterinarians in producing beautiful, consistant ear crops.  These clamps are offered in five sizes to accommodate all breeds; are best used on 7 to 8 week pups;and are marked for different desired ear lengths. 
 Ear Cropping in Dogs
Ear cropping is a surgical procedure that involves precise cutting and shaping of the ear pinna (the floppy part of the ears) in order to make the ears stand erect.  This is an elective cosmetic surgical procedure done in order to achieve a specific "look" that coincides with breed standard. The decision to crop ears is one made by the dog owner.
Ear cropping is performed on some breeds of dogs for cosmetic purposes only. Boxers, Great Danes, Doberman  , Schnauzers, and American Pit Bull.
We recommend that this surgery is done when your dog is 8 -12 weeks old. The procedure requires full anesthesia. Pre-surgical and pre-anesthetic testing are performed to check general health. Vaccines must be up to date prior to surgery.
After surgery, the ears are bandaged and propped up so they heal in an erect position. Bandage changes are done weekly, and ears remain taped and propped up until they stand on their own. The healing process can take 4-8 weeks. 
Procedure
· ––Pre-anesthetic sedatives, pain medications, and preventive antibiotics are administered.
· Hair clipping and surgical prep of the ear flaps.
· Surgical scrubbing for a sterile technique.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Careful measuring and drawing the cropped ear.
· Trimming the ear flaps by laser.
· Careful suturing to avoid crushing or unnecessary inflammation to the underlying cartilage.
After surgery
· Careful monitoring is done until the patient had recovered and is fully awake.
· Post-op topical and systemic medication and antibiotics to minimize itching, pain, inflammation, and infection until the ear -edges are well healed are administered.
· Suture removal is done in about 10 - 12 days.
 

