Types Of Poultry Houses
Generally, four types of houses are found to follow among the poultry farmers. These are:
1. The free-range or extensive poultry house system
2. The semi-intensive poultry house system
3. Folding units poultry house system
4. Intensive poultry house system

Intensive system are two types
1. Deep litter poultry house system
2. Cage poultry house system

1. Free-range or extensive system
The free-range system of poultry housing refers to the method of housing birds so that they have the opportunity to roam around the farm. The free-range poultry housing system is, in fact, the oldest system of housing birds in poultry farming. It is the oldest method of poultry rearing. Generally, a very small number of birds (say, maximum of 10-12 birds per farmer’s family) are reared in this system, though in totality a huge number of birds are reared in this system.
Advantages of Free Range Poultry house
1. Free-range poultry housing requires less capital investment to construct.
2. Feed requirements are less since birds can consume a fairly good amount of feed from grassland.
3. This system helps to maintain fertility as the bird droppings mix with the soil.
4. So, instead of confining the birds to an enclosure for 24 hours, they have at least a part of the day to roam freely outdoors.
5. This system is perfect for poultry farmers who own a very large portion of land.
6. One of the features of a free-range pen is the provision of shelter, greens, feed, water, shade, etc. for the birds.
7. In this type of housing system, the birds get most of their food by searching around the farm.
8. Mostly, the birds feed on herbs, seeds, and insects.
9. Free-range poultry housing is relatively cheaper to construct because the shelter only requires temporary roofing supported by poles.
1. Disadvantages Of Free-Range Poultry House
2. It will be difficult for you to apply scientific management practices in this system.
3. You may lose poultry eggs when the birds lay their eggs inside the dense grasses in the free-range.
4. Many farmers experience a lot of losses in this system due to predatory animals.
Mechanism of Free-range poultry house
[bookmark: _GoBack]In this system, birds are kept free during day time and they take shelter in a house during the night. The rearing of birds in this system is apparently profitable as birds find an appreciable amount of feeds in the surroundings during the daytime. This method is not suitable for commercial purposes.


